AS a parent’ Paf@%aéﬁgfmp%\wﬁt?s
here are .. 2 things you
should know about and

expect from your schools
and yourself:

You can be involved in
many ways. You can be
involved as a teacher — establish-
ing a learning environment at
home for the whole family. You can

Your involvement matters —

a lot. Research shows that students with
involved parents are more likely to earn
higher grades and test scores, enroll in higher-
level programs, be promoted and earn

be a supporter of education —
volunteering at school and taking
part in school activities that pro-
mote education. You can be an advocate for
your own child and for all children — pressing

credits, attend school regularly, have better
social skills, and graduate and go on to college.

state and local leaders for better programs
and higher achievement. And you can be a
decisionmaker — taking part in decisions
about programs and staffing.

Children need you.
American students are not
doing as well in school as they
should be. Less than one-third of

American students are doing Percentage of fourth graders proficient
well in reading, writing, math,
science and other important 3204
subjects, according to the National 29%
Assessment of Educational Progress, 26%

“the nation’s report card” Worse, the
scores of African American, Hispanic
and low-income students are much
lower. This is both morally wrong and
economically short-sighted. Neither our

i Reading Math Science
democracy nor economy can thrive (2002) (2002) (2002)

with this level of low achievement.

Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress




Schools need you. public opinion polls show that parents, elected officials and
educators alike agree that the lack of parent involvement is the key challenge facing
schools. Teachers and principals are desperate for parents like you to be more involved.
Helping your child at home, volunteering in classrooms, attending parent-teacher meet-
ings, serving on school committees — all help is needed.

You should be told clearly
what the learning stan-
dards are in each grade.
Parents and students alike need to
know at the start of the school year
what is being taught in English,
matbh, science, social studies and

other subjects in each grade. And
they need to be told how that learning
will be tested so they can understand how
to help their children do their best. You
should have access to standards guides
like the one on the right.

You should be told
about the school’s

Students need to feel safe
in order to learn. Parents
should know what the
school’s safety and disci-
pline standards are, how
trouble-makers are handled,
and what the school is doing
to promote an environment
of respect and responsibility.

behavior standards.

oW you can helip

b Pl Dol TaE WL YO
PR I A O 1
ariE puihEd B L g HRD
the dir — il grrehy (el E
Lt ]

T e PN el
CFTL Tl 30eil N W
pansuiriem arin Lhe e ared
=hertm ricaEs

b BN wRELE [TV RO T
i OF T 1ECT DL
o b Lo Lok Bom
Fhemhing ard hewiing
TEHF RN 3TN G
il bwi

# Fwed slong with your cieidl
st wempesst B che
By ecinisg — ONGERAT
5 F BS0ET W10 W Ih
Eitier pcts of ihe il

Al sEEEMEs are sxpected
to meet sCieNCe stamdards

In servaral aroas. Inchuging
Earth ang spate tisnce
life Jeidnos, ahyissal
SCIENCE, researcn, and
ireguiry

FOF Exmle




Middle and high
school parents
should be told what
it will take for your
child to apply for
college. Middle school

You should be told clearly how
your child’s school is doing. school
districts now are required to publish parent-
friendly report cards every year that show
how students are performing in reading and
math, attendance rates, graduation rates, is not too early to begin
and whether all student groups are making learning what kind of
good progress. As in the example below, you should be courses your child should be taking
able to see at a glance how your school compares. if he or she wants to leave high
school ready for college. For
instance, many educators say all

Test Scores: SCience students should take algebra by
All Students eighth grade and should have at

least three years of math and sci-
ence in high school.
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- P — n You should know your

e Com— i options. with the federal
i = = No Child Left Behind law, stu-
1 1 i -] E==N Tat . . .
i it - — dents in low-income public
H =TI, L] — = K
! - — - schools that fail to meet learn-
i e - —— i fiin ing goals for two years in a
; i - N row now have a chance to

transfer to a better school. Plus,
if your child’s school still needs improve-
ment after three years, you can request
extra tutoring services. Also, as of January
2003, 36 states have charter schools, which
provide alternative approaches to learning.

You should be able to get answers to your important ques-
tions. How do I know that my child is safe? What is my child expected to know
and be able to do in reading, writing, math and other subjects? How is this learning
measured? What will the school do to help if my child is behind? What can | do to

help? Whether in person, on the phone or on the Internet, your school should be
willing to share the answers to these important questions.




You should be treated with respect. parents and other
taxpayers may not be the educational experts. But you are the owners
of the schools. The educators are hired to work for you and your chil-
dren, not the other way around. You have the right to be treated as a
fully equal partner in your child’s education.

You're more likely
togetwhatyou Collaboration Counts
want for your child if
you work with other
parents. If you are in a
school that is not parent-

If you think that you alone cannot
do much to improve your school,

friendly, administrators you are probably right. But if you

might perceive you as a collaborate with other parents and
fruitcake or a member of a powerful organization, organizations, you can make a dif-
depending on how many allies you have. ference. There is strength and power

in numbers.
1 parent = A fruitcake

Pare Nt{s are 2 parents = A fruitcake and a

friend

Pal’e ntS Wlth 3 parents = Troublemakers

5 parents = “Let’s have a meeting”

kn OWI ed ge an d S k| I IS 10 parents = “Wed better listen”

25 parents = “Our dear friends”

dle even 50 parents = A powerful

organization

and are

all over
the country.

At Parent Leadership Associates, we believe that knowledgeable, engaged parents improve student achievement. Students win, edu-
cators win, communities win. We offer a wide range of materials, workshops and strategic advice to parent groups, community
organizations, housing coops, faith-based groups, business leaders, elected officials and educators who are committed to ensuring
that all American children, no matter what their background, get the kind of education they’ll need to lead good lives.

To learn more about Parent Leadership Associates, visit www.plassociates.org. Or call 859-233-9849 or 703-528-7100.



